

DONYATT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2025 @ 7pm in the David Willis Room, Donyatt Village Hall.   

Present: Cllr D Light, Chairman, Cllrs K Light, S Payne, G Wilson, J McKenzie & J Attlesey. Cllr S Osborne.

								 
25/83	Public question time including Somerset County councillor reports. No members of the public were present. Cllr Osborne emailed her report during the meeting. 

25/84 	To receive any apologies for absence. None were received. 

25/85	To receive any declarations of interest and approve any dispensations. None received. 

25/86	Community Emergency Plan. Bel Deering, Community Engagement Officer gave an in-depth presentation outlining the need for a Community Emergency Plan to allow for planning to deal with localised emergencies, not just flooding. Sea already have an outline plan, Donyatt need to evaluate what resources may be available and appropriate. After discussion it was agreed that the PC will hold an extraordinary meeting to discuss this matter in more detail. A future workshop hosted by SRA is planned to be held in Sevington – date TBA. The Somerset Rivers Authority hold board meetings on the first Friday of every month and Cllrs are welcome to attend and raise local matters in that forum.
25/87 To approve minutes of the meeting held on 09th September 2025. Minutes were approved and signed.

25/88	Review action points and update from last meeting held on 09th September 2025

a. Update re cycle way Chard-Ilminster Cllr D Light noted that Ilminster Cyclists, volunteers will monitor the cycleway. Seth has cleared most of the undergrowth around Donyatt Halt. Cllr Osborne noted that the Active Travel Fund currently stands at circa 400K, 81K from Persimmon/Canal Way development. Canal Way will be developed in stages and planning will be applied for accordingly. Funds for the cycleway will be released upon completion of a number of dwellings, possibly after 50 houses, this number TBC.
b. Flood Alleviation Plans. Cllr D Light noted that a flood alleviation plan had been submitted to Somerset Council – no response has been received to date. Cllr Osborne noted that she is pursuing this through County Estates & SC. F.W.A.G have funds ready to implement approved plans. 
c. Donyatt Halt update – Cllrs D & K Light have cleaned the shelter and painted the rafters to try and prevent further graffiti. Receipt for expenses provided to Clerk.


25/89	FINANCIAL REPORTS
a) Approve & sign Bank statements to date. Approved and signed.
b) Current account £549.63 Instant access Account £16136.50 Total funds held: £16686.13.
c) To approve and sign bank reconciliations, Approved and signed.
d) Payment requests for authorisation. Approved and signed

25/90  Dog Waste Bins: SC sent a contract and invoice for the emptying of two dogs bins. Costs were originally 
tabled last July, but SC have been very slow to follow through.  Clerk noted that one bin was purchased in November 2011 and is on the DPC asset list. There was general concern that the devolved costs may not be accurate and the ownership of the bins and land they are located on may not be correct. Cllr Wilson & Clerk will research the matter and revert. Clerk to send documents to Cllr Wilson. 
 
25/91	Update re flooding through Sea. Cllr J Mckenzie noted that despite contacting SC no active schedule seems to be in place. Cllr Osborne noted that the current SC appointed operative is Keir, who may subcontract if necessary. Clerk noted that Parishes are not able to engage independent operatives due to concerns if any damage is caused or discovered after works, Parishes will be responsible for repairs, it is therefore not practicable to engage any other operative other than Kier through SC. Noted that some farmland now has cover crops which may reduce run off when heavy rain occurs.

25/92	To consider DPC Budget 2026/7. Clerk tabled budget and noted an inflationary increase of 3.8%. Projected funds c/f circa 12K. Payment for traffic management/speed reduction through Sea will be due when SC signs off the final works. Provision for local elections is now included at a much higher figure than previously due to information from SC. Cllr Osborne noted that the cyclical elections due on 2027 will be funded through SC. This may conflict with advice given to Clerks from SC – final cost attribution remains subject to SC confirmation. 

25/93  Parish Matters: 
d. Pond Farm - noted
e. Sweet Chestnut Tree – Downs Farm- noted

25/94 Long Rapp plantation clearance - noted

25/95 Traffic data/SID report. Cllr Payne tabled the most recent data download. It is notable that traffic entering 
or exiting Donyatt from/Ilminster record higher speeds than traffic entering/exiting Donyatt from A358. Vehicle numbers remain high and may be relevant for flood alleviation plans.

25/96 Website accessibility compliance & gov.uk update/Assertion 10 (AGAR) Clerk noted that the new compliant 
website is up and running. New email addresses will be tested and provided by the Clerk. Cllr Osborne confirmed that this is mandatory due to GDPR and access issues. 

25/97 CiLCA training & costs. Costs are within the budget and current year projections. Cllr Osborne noted that this
qualification is now the minimum requirements for Clerks. Costs are split between Horton/Donyatt & Ash Parishes.
25/98	Emergency Planning. It was agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting on the 24th November to discuss this matter fully.

Meeting closed @ 20.45 hrs.



	SALC
	CiLCA training
	1/3 share
	100.00

	SC
	Dog bin emptying charges
	2025/6
	811.20 – not agreed.

	REGULAR PAYMENTS TO NOTE

	Salary
	SO
	28th monthly
	361.55

	HMRC
	SP
	28th monthly
	82.26

	
	
	
	

	Payment request from last meeting
	Clerk WFH allowance
	
	416.00



	Zannette Bougourd – Clerk to Donyatt Parish Council
clerk.donyattpc@gmail.com
