DONYATT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 12th May 2026 @ Donyatt Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllr D Light, Chair, Cllr J Attlesey, Vice Chair, Cllrs S Payne & J McKenzie.          		  			 

 					     			 
26/01	 Election of Chair & declaration of acceptance. Cllr D Light was proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr McKenzie. Approved unanimously – declaration of acceptance signed and witnessed.

26/02	     Election of Vice Chair and declaration of acceptance. Cllr J Attlesey Light was proposed by Cllr Payne, seconded by Cllr McKenzie. Approved unanimously – declaration of acceptance signed and witnessed

26/03  Approve co-option of Rebecca Preece as Parish Councillor. Deferred to future meeting.

26/04   Public Forum – no members of the public were present.

26/05   Somerset Council, Councillor’s Report: Non available

26/06   Apologies for absence. Cllr Wilson sent apologies – no reason given.

26/07  Declarations of Interest. Cllr Attlesey noted his interest in a recent planning application which had been dealt
	             with over email prior to the meeting.

26/08 To approve and sign Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th March 2026 – approved and signed.

26/09 Finance: 
a. To approve and sign the Bank statements – April 2026 to date. Approved and signed
b. To approve and minute payment requests. See Appendix A Approved and signed
c. To approve and sign bank reconciliations April 2026 to date Approved and signed
d. To approve payment to Somerset council re completion of traffic management in Sea. Donyatt PC will contribute £3,000 towards the cost. Residents of Sea will make up the shortfall through Cllr McKenzie. Agreed to pay the whole amount pending reimbursement from Sea.
e. AGAR To certify the council as exempt from a limited assurance review – certified and signed.
f. AGAR To approve the Annual Governance Statement – approved and signed
g. AGAR To approve the Annual Accounting Statements- approved and signed 
h. AGAR To approve the year-end figures(31st March 2026) Approved and signed. Noted clerk has submitted documents to the internal Auditor and will submit the signed AGAR & YE accounts
i. Unity Bank – letter to update contact details – letter to change/update signed and will be sent to Unity Bank by the Clerk 

26/10  Cycleway update – Cllr D Light. The cycleway has been partially cleared by Village volunteers, restoring the path to closer to the original width. Seasonal clearance continues. 

26/11 SRA update – Cllr D Light. . Local river watch volunteers have now been confirmed, and they will notify the Chard reservoir controller should excess rainfall require release of water from the reservoir which may impact Donyatt. This scheme may be expanded to include other vulnerable areas along the River Isle. Volunteers will also notify residents through social media when flooding  occurs. Noted that some vegetation along the A358 has been cleared, however some areas still require clearing. 
SC have unallocated funds which may be available to improve flood management in Donyatt. 


26/12 Emergency & Contingency Planning – Cllr S Payne. A further draft was tabled and discussed. Safe places are confirmed as the Village Hall & the Parish Church. Cllr McKenzie has contacts within the Ilminster Resilience Group and will pass information to Cllr Payne(next meeting scheduled for 23rd June 2026). A request for equipment funding will be submitted via Bel Deering prior to the next PC meeting. A suggestion that four emergency “grab bags” be retained with the four flood watch volunteers was agreed. The WhatsApp group contact list was updated. Clerk to send Cllr Payne DPC bank details.

26/13  Donyatt Flood Alleviation plan – Cllr D Light.  FWAG are continuing to evaluate the local vulnerable areas, road level barriers will be installed to try and limit soil run off. 

 26/14  Review Existing Policies including updates and additional policies: All policies were approved and adopted, Asset register has bene updated. 

Policies are reviewed annually; changes are made as required by legislation during the year.

	Policy
	Date Adopted
	Date re-adopted
	Amendments/changes

	Standing Orders
	May 2025
	May 2026
	None required

	Code of Conduct
	May 2024
	March 2026
	Updated March 2026

	Risk Management/Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	Updated May 2026

	Risk Management Scheme
	May 2026
	May 2027
	Updated May 2026

	Co-option Policy/Application
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Investment Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Disciplinary Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	Updated May 2026

	Grievance Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Grant Policy/application
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Complaints Procedure
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Data Protection
	May 2026
	May 2027
	None required

	Freedom of information 
	May 2026
	May 2027
	None required

	Financial Regulations
	May 2025
	May 2026
	None required

	Internal Audit Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required

	Communication Policy
	May 2024
	May 2026
	None required



Policies adopted/updated since May 2025

	Policy
	Date Adopted
	Review date

	IT Policy
	February 2026
	May 2027

	Procurement Policy
	February 2026
	May 2027

	Publication Scheme
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Civility & Respect
	March 2026
	May 2027

	Antibullying Policy
	March 2026
	May 2027

	Data Retention Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Document Retention/disposal Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Health & Safety/lone worker Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Privacy Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Recording Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Social Media Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Email retention Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Safeguarding Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Scheme of Delegation
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Accessibility Statement
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Data Breach Policy
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Data Breach Reporting form
	May 2026
	May 2027

	GDPR Map
	May 2026
	May 2027

	Asset Register
	May 2026
	May 2027



Meeting dates 2026/7.

The Council meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months, unless otherwise advised or if falling on a Bank Holiday.

14th July  2026
08th September 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027
09th March 2027
11th May 2027

Cllr Payne requested that SID data be added to future agendas as a standing item.

Meeting closed @ 8.45pm







Councillors: D Light, Chair, James Attlesey, Julia McKenzie, Steve Payne, Guy Wilson. 
Clerk to the Council: Zannette Bougourd. Tel: 07471341433

